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Following the AGM in February 2020 there were five weeks of play before all clubs in Queensland closed while the 

government determined the implications of the Corona Virus for public health. The 2020 GNOTs were held and the 

club closed on Friday 20th March. The club reopened on Friday 17th July.   

While some people were playing bridge online and in small groups, the Committee felt it was important to get 

members back together again as soon as possible for the social benefits that club play can provide. In order for play 

to recommence it was necessary to have a Covid Plan approved by the Bundaberg Regional Council (BRC). Working 

with guidelines provided by QBA and plans from other clubs, the Secretary and President put together a proposal to 

be approved by the Committee and the BRC. We were proud to be the second club in Queensland to reopen for club 

games.  

Initially, because of social distancing requirements, it was necessary to limit play to 10 tables and members only. 

Play was limited to Wednesday and Friday mornings while the level of interest in club play was ascertained. All 

programmed events were cancelled including the annual Congress, the Pairs and Teams Championships and all 

Zone events. The balance of the 18 Red Point events was played in the five months of play remaining in 2020. The 

annual Christmas lunch and presentation of awards and prizes was also cancelled.   

There are many people who need to be mentioned and thanked for their work during those five months. The 

Committee met monthly after lock down to get a Covid Plan approved and operational. June Ronning and Rosie 

Schwabegger arrived at 8.00 am each day to supervise the entry protocols. Kevin Chapman, the Treasurer, came at 

8.00 am to collect table fees and direct table seating. Carol Ferguson, the Provedore, organized the purchasing for 

the changed morning tea requirements and the items necessary to sanitize hands and boards. Carol organized the 

kitchen and turned up early each day to ready the kitchen for the tea break and stayed back after play to sanitize 

surfaces. Initially, Lydia George took the bookings for each session until the system was simplified. The club 

recognizes their marvellous commitment and we thank them wholeheartedly.  

After the lock down, Trevor and Jo Galletly welcomed a small group of learners into their home while Trevor taught 

them basics of bridge. He came to the club with a proposal to introduce the class to club play and Tuesday Morning 

Bridge was the result. Trevor is now offering a session to players on Friday after bridge to discuss bidding and play 

arising from the morning session. Thanks to Trevor for his contribution to the club through his teaching and 

welcoming new players into the club.  

 After requests from the club members Monday afternoon Bridge was re-introduced. The club now plays four 

sessions: Monday afternoons, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. Tuesday morning play is in lieu of 

Thursday night play and is experiencing the same difficulty with small table numbers.   

Thanks to the Directors, Ian Bloore, Kevin Chapman, Selwyn Nitschke, and Susie Stevens for their commitment to 

the club in turning up week after week to ensure that play proceeds smoothly. Thanks also to Ian Bloore who is the 

Wide Bay Zone representative for the club.    

Finally, it is important to acknowledge the work of the Committee and, in particular Rhonda Chantler, the club 

Secretary. The Committee meetings were held monthly and the necessary decisions were made with common sense 

and good humour. Rhonda with her computer skills sourced and prepared the documents which enabled us to get 

the club operational again given the Covid restrictions. With her local knowledge she was able to source the screens 

which were required initially for social distancing. Rhonda prepared documents for the monthly meetings and 

prepared for the second year the program book which is now produced in-house. It is important that the club 

President and Secretary work as a team and I can say without qualification that we do so. Thank you, Rhonda.  

This year Bundaberg Bridge Club celebrates its 50th anniversary. Celebrations for this event haven’t been considered 

yet. The Club acknowledges the work of current and past members which has kept the club operating successfully. 

The Foundation members would have been much younger than the age of our current members. In spite of declining 

membership it is hoped that a co-operative effort and with good will the club will continue for, at least, another 50 

years.     


